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From Copenhagen to Reno: 
The Geothermal Energy Association (GEA) Salutes 

the World’s Leading Geothermal Cities 
 

Washington, D.C. (Dec 9, 2009) – This week world leaders gathering in Copenhagen for the United 
Nations Climate Change Conference have a winning view of Denmark’s famous wind turbines and 
recognize them as a light of hope in this time of crisis.  But they should also feel the geothermal heat that 
is part of the solution for Copenhagen and for cities and countries around the world.  In fact, Copenhagen 
could meet 50% of its district heating needs by using its geothermal resources.  With Copenhagen in the 
spotlight as a shining example of geothermal’s potential, GEA has identified a list of leading geothermal 
cities around the globe.  

 
“Despite its huge renewable energy potential, geothermal energy is often misunderstood or overlooked,” 
said Karl Gawell, Executive Director of the Geothermal Energy Association. “It is an important and well-
established source for electricity production and has an enormous variety of other uses, including school 
heating, district heating, fish farming, greenhouses, resorts, and small power production. These 
applications all make geothermal energy an important, adaptable and growing energy resource for 
modern cities.” 
 
GEA recognizes the following cities as examples of world leaders in geothermal municipal development:  

  
1. Copenhagen, Denmark: Having set a target of zero carbon emissions by 2025, 

Copenhagen is a leader in clean energy alternatives and could meet 50% of its district 
heating needs by using its geothermal resources. 

 
2. Larderello, Italy: Boasting the very first geothermal power plant which opened at the turn 

of the century, the “Grandfather” of geothermal energy is still a leader in its generation 
today. 

 
3. Reykjavik, Iceland: With a high level of geothermal activity and insightful developments 

by the Icelanders over the years, 87% of Iceland's buildings are heated geothermally. 
 

4. Reno, Nevada: City and business leaders have been encouraged by the success and 
remarkable potential of the energy source and are marketing Reno as a geothermal 
center for industry activities, corporate offices and research facilities. 

 
5. Perth, Australia: Perth has declared its intention to enter the geothermal community with 

a new twist – as the very first geothermally cooled city with commercial geothermal-
powered heating and air-conditioning units. 

 
6. Xianyang, China: Recently deemed "China’s Official Geothermal City," in the largest 

emissions-producing nation in the world, Xianyang is helping China achieve the goal they 
set of 16% renewables by 2020 – up from 7% in 2005. Also of note, Beijing famously 
used geothermal pumps to power the 2008 Olympics. 

 
7. Madrid, Spain: Madrid’s regional government is on board with six renewable energy 

projects, one of which is a 8-MW geothermal district heating project. 
 



8. Masdar City, Abu Dhabi: The city’s goal is to function 100% on renewable energy; a 
shining example to the rest of the world. The city plans to obtain half of its power from 
geothermal resources. 

 
9. Klamath Falls, Oregon: Geothermal has been used for space heating since the turn of 

the century and for a variety of uses including heating homes, schools, businesses, 
swimming pools, and for snow melt systems for sidewalks and highway. In addition, 
geothermal provides Oregon Institute of Technology’s 11-building campus all of its 
heating needs. 

 
10. Boise Idaho: The Boise Public Works Department has the largest direct use geothermal 

system in the U.S.  The city's geothermal system injects 100% of the water back into the 
aquifer. The Idaho State Capitol is among several buildings in the Capitol Mall area that 
are heated by the system.  Boise built its first geothermal heating system in 1892. 

 
Submit your favorite geothermal city to research@geo-energy.org. 
 
For the full story, visit www.geo-energy.org. 
 
On January 14, the Geothermal Energy Association (GEA) will host a Geothermal Energy Finance Forum 
in New York City to showcase the prospects of geothermal energy investment with top experts and major 
players in geothermal development and finance. 

 
About the Geothermal Energy Association: 

The Geothermal Energy Association (GEA) is a trade association composed of U.S. companies who 
support the expanded use of geothermal energy and are developing geothermal Resources worldwide for 
electrical power generation and direct-heat uses.  GEA advocates for public policies that will promote the 
development and utilization of geothermal Resources, provides a forum for the industry to discuss issues 

and problems, encourages research and development to improve geothermal technologies, presents 
industry views to governmental organizations, provides assistance for the export of geothermal goods 

and services, compiles statistical data about the geothermal industry, and conducts education and 
outreach projects. For more information, please visit http://www.geo-energy.org/.  Check out GEA’s 

YouTube Channel.  Follow GEA on Twitter.  Become a fan on Facebook.        
 
 

 
 


